OVERTON, 


ELLESMERE, 

1st  April,  1926. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  upon  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  1925. 

There  were  47  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year,  of 
which  26  were  Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  seven  cases  of  Diphtheria  of  which 

two  proved  fatal.  In  both  these  cases  the  Practitioner  concerned  was  called  in  too 
late  to  be  able  to  use  the  Serum  Treatment  efficiently.  All  cases  of  Diphtheria 
were  sent  to  the  Fever  Hospital.  There  were  six  cases  of  Pneumonia  of  which  three 
were  Influenzal,  and  three  of  the  acute  Lobar  Type.  Four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
reported,  in  one  of  which  the  lungs  were  involved,  one  the  abdomen  and  two  the  knees, 
only  one  of  these  is  at  present  alive — a Child  whose  knee  is  affected.  There  was 
one  case  each  of  Puerperal  Fever,  One  of  Paratyphoid  B,  Optithalmia,  Neonatorum 
and  Cerebrospinal  Fever.  There  were  also  many  cases  of  Mumps  and  a few  of 

Measles  neither  of  which  diseases  is  notifiable. 

There  were  91  Children  born  in  the  District  including  3 pairs  of  twins 
and  4 stillbirths.  The  gross  birth  rate  works  out  at  l8'I  per  1,000  of  population 

There  were  64  deaths  in  the  District  during  the  year,  making  12  7 uf 

population. 

Various  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be 

satisfactory. 


During  the  year  a law  came  into  force  requiring  all  Slaughterhouses 
to  be  registered,  this  is  decidedly  a move  in  the  right  direction.  The  Slaughter- 
houses in  your  district  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.  No  instance 
of  diseased  meat  has  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 

The  Bangor-isy-coed  and  Overton  Sewage  Systems  have  been  inspected 
and  found  satisfactory. 

One  or  two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  investigated  by  the 
Council.  Overcrowding  combined  with  Squalor  is  not  frequent  in  the  District, 

but  I am  glad  that  the  Council  are  Building  Houses  to  help  to  accommodate  some 
of  the  Married  couples  who  are  compelled  at  present  to  live  with  parents. 
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In  my  last  report  I drew  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  no 
provision  was  made  for  compensating  Fanners  who  own  Cattle  producing  Tuber- 
culous Milk,  with  the  result  that  such  Cattle  were  simply  sold  when  discovered. 
I am  glad  to  say  that  provision  has  now  been  made  for  such  compensation  to  be 
paid  and  that  the  animals  may  be  killed. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  in  your  District  have  been  inspected 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Child  Welfare  Scheme  continues,  but  the  attendance  is  not  large, 
this  is  only  to  be  expected  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  whole  area  is  served  by 
one  centre.  However  the  Health  Visitor  calls  at  the  homes  of  Children  and 

advises  Parents  when  they  are  in  doubt  about  their  Children. 

The  water  supply  from  Lake  Vyrnwy  to  many  parts  of  the  district  is 
excellent  and  the  Pump  water  at  most  farms,  not  supplied  from  Lake  Vyrnwy,  is 
good.  No  case  came  to  my  notice  of  hardship  owing  to  lack  of  near  drinking 

supply.  lhe  water  supply  at  Bangor-isy-coed  remains  rather  haphazard,  but 

no  disease  is  traceable  to  this  source. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
willing  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  and  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  M.  CASPER, 


Tj  the  Chairman  and  Members 


of  Overton  Rural  District  Council. 
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Supplementary  Report  for  Tc-.r  lm:.;,,  . 


1.  There  are  no  local  Acts,  adoptive  acts  or  bye-laws  in 
force,  but  there  are  local  regulations  affecting  milk  and 
cowsheds  as  regards  general  cleanliness  and  hygiene . 

2.  No  chemical  work  has  been  done  during  the  year. 

3.  There  is  no  river  or  stream  pollution  except  in  so  far 
as  the  filtrate  from  the  Overton  and  Bangor-on-Dee  drainage 
systems  passes  into  the  River  Dee. 

4.  The  villages,  Overton  and  Bangor-on-Dee  have  drainage 
systems  to  carry  off  surface  water  during  heavy  rains. 

5.  Closet  accommodation  is  almost  entirely  the  earth  closet 
which  works  well  if  properly  attended  to.  The  drainage 
system  at  Overton  has  a few  water  closets  connected  to  it 
with  a septic  tank  interposed  in  each  case  . 

6.  Scavenging . The  small  amount  necessary  is  satisfactorily 
carried  out  in  the  villages. 

7.  The  milk  supply  is  adequate  and  the  milk  exported  from 
the  area  has  not  been  the  subject  of  any  complaint. 

8.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools  are  good  and 
though  the  schools  are  old  fashioned  they  are  in  good  repair. 

9.  Housing . See  annexed  report. 

10.  Nursing  in  the  villages  and  most  outlying  parts  is  arranged 
for  by  local  Nursing  Committees  at  Overton,  Bangor-on-Dee  and 
Manmer.  Cases  requiring  skilled  nursing  and  not  residing  in 
the  area  served  by  a Nursing  Committee  can  always  be  attended 
to  by  tactful  approach  of  the  nearest  Nursing  Committee. 

11.  Disinfection . In  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  the 

premises  are  disinfected  by  means  of  disinfecting  candles  after 
the  patient  is  free  of  disease.  Alternatively  if  the  patient 
goes  to  the  Wrexham  lever  Hospital,  the  premises  are  spray 
disinfected  immediately  on  the  patient’s  departure. 

12.  There  are  five  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  area  and 

all  are  kept  in  a sanitary  manner . 
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/ \ March  4,  1927. 

:;ir, 

Your  inference  i.  i.D. 
in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3rd 
ultimo,  i have  ascertained  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  the 
number  of  births  and  deaths  in  the 
District  during  the  year  1925  should 
be  92  and  63  respectively.  The  number 
of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age  for  the  same  year  is  6 - 3 males 
and  3 females,  all  illegitimate. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Sgd.  ) W.  GCUGH  THCL1AS. 

The  Secretary, 

Welsh  hoard  of  Health, 

City  Hall,  CARDIFF. 
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13.  There  were  63  deaths 

during 

the  year 

and 

of  these 

seven 

were  under  two  years  of 

age . 

There  we 

re  92 

births 

during 

the  year  including  four 

stillbirths . 

Poor  Eaw  relief  during  1925 

amounted 

to  £223. 

Infectious 

Diseases . 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925. 

Scarlet  Fever 

—TT 

12 

“2“ 

’ 26 

Diphtheria 

5 

8 

- 

8 

7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

- 

3 

2 

- 

1 

Ron-Pulmonary  T.B.  ... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

2 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Fever 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Paratyphoid  B.  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ophthalmia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . 

- 

- 

■ - 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

— 

6 

6 

Total 

16 

27 

10 

58 

47 

Cases  of  venereal  disease  are  treated  at  the  Chester 
Royal  Infirmary  hy  arrangement  with  that  institution.  The 
area  seems  to  he  fairly  free  from  this  class  of  disease. 

Tuberculous  Cases  are  notified  via  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  health  to  the  Welsh  Rational  Memorial  Institution 
at  VJrexham.  The  Medical  Officer  there  gives  such  assistance 
as  is  required  by  practitioner’s. 

Natural  and  social  conditions  have  not  altered  materially 
during  the  past  five  years. 

(Sgd.  ) W .1,1.  CAS  PER. 


M.O.H. 
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(2). 


0 ve rton  Rural  District  Council . 
Statement  on  Housing  during  1925 . 


New  houses  built  - nil. 

Unfit  dwelling  houses . 

1.  Number  inspected  for  defects  ...  10 

2.  Number  inspected  and  recorded  under 

Housing  Regulations,  1920 

3.  Number  of  houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ... 

4.  Number  of  houses  not'  in  all  respects  fit  8 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  informal 

action  ...  8 

No  formal  proceedings  were  necessary  in 

respect  of  unfit  houses 

(Sgd  . ) W.M.  CASPER. 


(3). 


